
IMPLEMENTATION 

Progression Map-Y5/Y6-Geography National Curriculum-Locational knowledge 

Children develop their understanding of recognising and identifying key physical and human geographical features of the world; how these are interdependent 

and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. In contrast to Lower KS2, children focus more closely on finding locations outside of the UK. 

Children can:  

a) Use maps to locate the world’s countries with a focus on Eastern Europe and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities; 

b) Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, identifying their physical features, including mountains, and rivers, and land-use patterns; showing change over time; 

c) Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and use longitude and latitude to find locations on a map; 

d) Use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, contour, altitude, peaks, slopes, continent, 

country, city, North America, South America, border, key. 
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Y5/6 Geography National Curriculum-Place Knowledge 
Children develop their analytical skills by comparing areas of the UK with areas outside of the UK. They will have a deeper knowledge of  

diverse places, people, resources, natural, and human environments. They can make links to places outside of the UK and where they live.  

Children are encouraged to conduct independent research, asking and answering questions. 

Children can: 

a) Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Eastern Europe and South America; 

b) Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Eastern Europe and South 

America; 

c) Use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: latitude, Arctic Circle, physical features, climate, human geography, land use, settlement, 

economy, natural resources. 
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Y5/6 Geography National Curriculum- Human and Physical Geography 
Children will locate a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. Explain how physical features have formed,  

why they are significant and how they can change.  
Children can:  

a) Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, mountains and the water cycle; 

b) Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 

and water; 

c) Use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: environmental disaster, settlement, resources, services, goods, electricity, supply, generation, 

renewable, non-renewable, solar power, wind power, biomass, origin, import, export, trade, efficiency, conservation, carbon footprint, peak, plateau, fold mountain, fault-block 

mountain, dome mountain, volcanic mountain, plateau mountain, tourism, positive, negative, economic, social, environmental. 
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Y5/6 Geography National Curriculum- Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Children build on their map skills by communicating locations through grid references and coordinates. They also explain what makes a good map symbol and  

why. Children focus on observing and recording the changes of human features over time, for example trade patterns. 

Children can: 
a) Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features; 

b) Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world; 

c) Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human features using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies; 

d) Use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, key, symbol, Ordnance Survey, Silva compass, 

legend, borders, fieldwork, measure, observe, record, map, sketch, graph. 
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